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INNOVATE 
By Lidia Merari Barillas

A time of Leaning, Prayer, and Innovation 

During these unprecedented times for 
our churches, state, and nation my heart 
aches for the families affected worldwide 
by this pandemic. In the past month we 
have seen things rapidly change as we 
are learning to adapt to a new style of 
l iving and to new ways to keep 
ministering. These moments call for a 
time of leaning, prayer and innovation.  
 Now more than ever, we must lean 
on God and unite with purposeful prayer 
to gain the wisdom and strength to know 
how to lead in these troubling times. His 
scripture in Proverbs 3:6 says “Think 
about Him in all your ways, and He will 
guide you on the right paths.” Leaning 
on God and trusting His guidance will 

give us a clear  understanding of how we 
should continue to serve his people. 
Through purposeful prayer we will hear 
the direction in which the Lord is 
pointing us to. “For the Lord gives 
Wisdom; from His mouth comes 
knowledge and understanding (Proverbs 
2:6).  
 We also face the challenge of 
learning new methods to keep serving. 
We should not fear these changes, but 
embrace the opportunity of innovation. 
Being adaptable to change is how we will 
be able to continue ministering and 
reaching our communities. May the 
blessings of the Lord be upon us.
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Dr. Felicia Payano sadly announced having to cancel the 
conference and those who already registered will be 
refunded. For more information contact sister Payano at 
felipayo@hotmail.com. 

Spanish Women’s Conference

DUE TO THE WORLDWIDE COVID-19 PANDEMIC THE FOLLOWING EVENTS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED

The following Leadership Development & 
Discipleship institute trainings have been 
cancelled till further notice: 

1. Bay City (English) - March 20 - 21 

2. Houston (Spanish) - May 1 - 2  

CAMPING
MINISTRY

“ VE Y DILES ”

COGOP 2020 
INTERNATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

The Texas Pastors & Spouses Retreat Thursday, May 
21st to Saturday, May 23rd 2020 has been cancelled.    

The Church of God of Prophecy 2020 International 
Assembly has been cancelled. On March 27th, the 
COGOP Corporate Board sent out a Press Release 
stating with deep regret they unanimously agreed to 
cancel due to the pandemic. They send their thoughts 
and prayers to those impacted by the pandemic and 
look forward to the 101st International Assembly in 
2022.  

TEXAS PASTORS & 
SPOUSES RETREAT 2020 

*Disclaimer: Due to the current pandemic, summer camps might be 
cancelled. More information will be sent out if there are any changes.*

Register Now 

Check out the camp website to register 
and to find more information. Register 
now and get the Early Bird discount!  

www.txcogop.com/camp 

 YOUTH (12-17) - June 11th - 15th 
TC & April Villalobos 

CHILDREN’S (7-11) - June 25th - 29th 
Amy Vanterpool 

YOUNG ADULTS (18-28) - Sep. 4th - 7th 
Stephen & Deidra Renfrow 

Selection Process 
of General 
Overseer 2020 

COGOP General Overseer 
Bishop Sam N. Clements  

Bishop Sam N. Clements, General Overseer, has 
been asked by all the Assembly authorities to 
continue to serve the Church as General 
Overseer until the next International Assembly 
in 2022, due to the worldwide pandemic. Bishop 
Clements agreed to do so. Until further notice, 
the selection process has been cancelled. 

YOUTH (12-17) - June 25 -29
TC & April Villalobos

CHILDREN’S (7-11) - June 11 - 15
Amy Vanterpool

YOUNG ADULTS (18-28) - Sept. 4 - 7
Stephen & Deidra Renfrow
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THE 
VIRTUAL 
CHURCH 

We have officially entered the era of The Virtual Church. As 
things have drastically changed in the past three weeks. Our 
Pastors and congregation have found themselves looking to 
online platforms to continue the ministerial work. Although, 
this could be daunting and overwhelming. I urge you to look at 
this as a new opportunity to reach people that we simply could 
not, if we were just at our local church buildings. This new 
experience can be a learning curve to us all in developing new 
methods to share the Gospel. Let us remember that we have 
been called to serve an Almighty God, who will strengthen us 
and lead us through these changing times.  

Below you will find some resources and ideas to help with 
transitioning to a Virtual Church. 

How do I get started?  
Follow these steps if you haven’t 
already:  

Step 1: Reach out to your congregation and ask for 
help. There is a high chance someone in the local 
church may already have a lot of expertise in using 
online platforms. They can set up all the online stuff 
and through video chat or a phone call can explain 
how to use the platforms.  

Step 2: Create an online social media platform 
dedicated solely to your local church. For example, you 
can create a Facebook page or an Instagram. Make 
sure to add the times when you will be going live and 
pictures of the church to make it appealing to viewers.  

Step 3: Facebook and Instagram have a feature which 
allows you to go “Live” where you can give a sermon 
or have a worship time. This is highly recommended 
as it is more personal than a prerecorded video.  

Step 4: An alternative to social media is creating a 
Zoom account. You can host a “meeting” and after 
sending a specific link you can have up to 100 people 
in the meeting. Tip: Zoom can also be used to to host 
leadership meetings with your church leaders as it has 
more privacy.  

Step 5: The social media platforms can also be used to 
send encourag ing p ic tures /v ideos to your 
congregation and even host an online prayer circle. It 
allows for daily communication with the church and 
the beautiful thing is you can reach not only your local 
members but your community.  

Offering ? Tithing? 
Online giving or text to give are great alternative 
methods for faithful giving. These are multiple sites 
your church can start using to give online:  

• Tithe.ly : https://tithe.ly/admin-account 

• GiveLively:https://www.givelively.org/text-to-donate 

•  PayPal: https://www.paypal.com/ 

• Venmo: https://venmo.com/account/ 

• CashApp: https://cash.app/

What else can the church do?  

By Bishop Daniel Felipe  

✦ Pray for physical healing of our people throughout our cities, 
counties, state and nation 

✦ Pray for our Health System, Doctors, Nurses and all exposed on 
the forefront of this battle 

✦ Pray that God will give us wisdom to lead selflessly and 
sacrificially 

✦ Seek God for innovative methods to keep our congregants 
connected. We must still provide ministry!  

✦ Trust that God will sustain our ministries in spite of possible 
decline of financial contributions (Provide alternative methods 
of faithful giving)  

✦ Engage in sound stewardship (Manage our resources wisely)  

✦ Find new opportunities to serve those who are most vulnerable 
(e.g. elderlies in our communities) 
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• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 
and avoid touching your face  

• Avoid social gatherings of more than 10 people  

• Stay 6 ft apart from others when out in public  

• Stay home, if possible avoid leaving your home unless for any 
essential reasons  

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces on a daily bases 

• For more information check the CDC website: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/ 

Pastors 
14th - Betty Tyler 
15th - Bessie Wiggs 
16th - Tommy Griffin 
20th - Guillermo Espinoza 

Pastor’s Wives 
11th - Andrea Taylor 
15th - Naike Kasongo 
15th - Joyce Endecott 
16th - Maria Rodriguez 
25th - Ruthie Cameron 
27th - Agnes Clark  
27th - Donna Tomlinson 

Stay Healthy 
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The Protection of the Most High  

By Pastor Walter Barillas 

Editor in Chief: Lidia Merari Barillas 

Youth Director: North Gulf Coast Spanish 

lidiam.barillas@gmail.com | (832) 692-4625 
705 Bradley St. Cleveland, TX 77327  

Hello, my name is Lidia Merari Barillas and it is with 
great joy that I get to serve as the new writer and editor 
for the COGOP Texas Newsletter. I have a Bachelor’s of 
Science in Public Relations and Mass Communication 
with a minor in Business Administration. I also serve as 

the Regional youth director for the North Gulf Coast 
Spanish area and as a youth leader at my local church. For the past three 
years I have been blessed to a 1st grade Dual Language Teacher. Please 
feel free to contact me via email with any important news or updates to 
be added to the monthly newsletter. I pray that God and the Holy Spirit 
guide me with the direction of this newsletter.  Blessings. 

ABOUT ME 

It is essential that we work together to help 
combat this pandemic and to stay safe. 

The following are some CDC recommendations: 

 In  Psalm 91: 3-4 the Lord gives 
us hope, trust and his complete 
coverage from our Savior Jesus Christ. 
We might be going through this 
pandemic of the Coronavirus; but our 
God will save us from this destructive 
plague. Even if we walk in the shadow 
of death we should not fear because 
he is with us (Psalm 23:4). So let us 
remember that our help and strength 
comes from the Lord. In Proverbs 3:5, 

it says trust the Lord with all your 
heart. He has promised that he is our 
protection and strength. Let us take his 
hand and take refuge under his wings 
in the mist of this tribulation. And we 
shall have no doubt of his promises, 
because “With Him there is no 
v a r i a t i o n o r s h a d o w c a s t b y 
turning” (James 1:17). Glory be his 
name! 


