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The Prayer Formula 

 As Christians, we believe in prayer, or at least we say we 
do.  I have discovered that much of what we believe to be prayer is 
nothing more than wishful thinking.  We pray for the Lord to heal 
someone, then we say things like, “I am sure God can heal, but I just 
do not know if He will heal.” We pray for God to heal then we have 
secret thoughts like  “If God heals this person, no one will be more 
surprised than me.”  If this is the way we pray, I am certain that these 
sorts of prayers won’t change anything because they are devoid of 

faith.  James 5:15 says “And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, 
and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, 
they shall be forgiven him.” 

        If you are not sure that God will answer your prayers, He 
probably won’t.  James 1:6-7 says “But let him ask in faith, nothing 
wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with 
the wind and tossed.   7 For let not that man think that he shall 
receive any thing of the Lord. When we pray, we can have all the 
hope in the world, but faith is not hope. Faith is being sure of 
what we hope for and certain of what we don’t yet see (see 
Hebrews 11:1). Jairus came to Jesus certain that he could heal his 
daughter. The woman with the issue of blood was just 
as  certain  that Jesus could make her whole. We must approach 
Jesus with this same kind of certainty, if we expect to see any 
results from our prayers. We all wish we had a magic formula for 
getting our prayers answered.   There is such a formula, and it has 
nothing to do with shouting our prayers and slinging anointing 
oil. Prayer results come by faith in God.   

             Our faith doesn’t manufacture the healing or compel God 
to heal us. Rather, faith is the means by which we access the 
abundant provision of His grace. Faith is simply agreeing with 
God. That’s how we receive. If you don’t agree you’ll have a hard 
time receiving. Two blind men came to Jesus looking for healing 

in Matthew 9:27–30.  27 And when Jesus departed thence, two 
blind men followed him, crying, and saying, Thou son of David, 
have mercy on us. 28 And when he was come into the house, the 

blind men came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I 
am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord. 29 Then touched 
he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you. 30 And 
their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them, saying, See 
that no man know it. 

         Look carefully at the faith of these two blind men. How many 
days had they fasted and prayed? Exactly none!  For how long had they 
pounded the gates of heaven with persistent prayers? They hadn’t. Yet 
they had enough faith to get the job done.   How do we know they had 
faith?   It was evident in the way they spoke. They came to Jesus with 
a “Yes, Lord” attitude. They didn’t say, “I hope you heal us, Lord,” or “If it 
be your will, Lord.” They simply said, “Yes, Lord.” That’s faith.   Faith is 
agreeing with God. Faith is saying yes to the Lord who heals. Romans 
12:3 says that God has given to every man a measure of faith.   We all 
have been given exactly what we need to have every one of our prayers 
answered, we just need to learn how to utilize our faith and to learn 
not to doubt. Faith the size of a mustard seed can move mountains and 
God has already given that to each of us! Perhaps the bigger issue that 
we face is our unbelief.   We have a tendency to think that faith and 
unbelief cannot coexist. We think that unbelief is actually not having 
faith, but one can possess both faith and unbelief simultaneously.  

           Remember the father of the son who had an evil spirit. Look 

closely at what he said in Mark 9:24, “Lord, I believe; help thou mine 
unbelief”.  

               Matthew 21:21 “Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I 
say unto you, If ye have faith, AND doubt not….”. For our prayers to be 
effective, we must learn to exercise the faith that has been given to us 
and to overcome the thoughts of unbelief that reside within us all. 
Now for the prayer formula that guarantees an answer:   
Faith – unbelief = answered prayer.

PRAYER  
FAITH – UNBELIEF = ANSWERED PRAYER 

http://www.txcogop.com
http://www.txcogop.com
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On Saturday, July 11, 2020, every member and friend of the Church 
of God of Prophecy is invited to participate in a world-wide, online 
prayer and praise gathering. There will be special music from the 
Bahama Brass Band and a choir of singers from all seven areas of the 
world. Each general presbyter will take time to share a greeting and 
General Overseer Bishop Sam Clements will address the Church.

Who are you and why you exist are the two greatest questions 
asked by all humans. ONE (Digital)Youth Conference will help us 
discover our identity in Jesus and with one another! July 24-26, 
2020 #oneconference#oneconferencecogop #yminternational #mjin
ternacional

TEXAS LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Continuing education is vital for ministerial excellence. If you are a local church leader and is looking for opportunities 
to grow your giftedness and ministry skills get ready to join Texas Leadership Development Institute and Bishop Daryl 
Clark for a 4 week web class on “Biblical Hermeneutics and Bible Study Methods”. The registration fee for this 4 
week web class is $20.00. COGOP pastors qualify for the “FundedByOur10th”scholarship to enjoy this class at no 
cost. For class details and registration visit www.txcogop.com/events. This class starts August 20th 2020. 


CHURCH AS UNUSUAL WEBINAR 

If you are a lead/senior pastor you are invited to join us for a 6 week webinar 
event titled Leading Your Fellowship into Church as Unusual. This webinar 
will be hosted by Dr. David Ferguson and the Great Commandment 
Network. This six-week webinar will be hosted via Zoom and begins July 
9, from 2:30-4:00pm CST. To register visit www.txcogop.com/events. The 
registration cost for this 6 weeks webinar is $90. The history of Spiritual 
Awakening in our nation highlights the importance of courageous leadership 
in our pulpits. This call to courage is especially important as we battle 
COVID-19, discrimination, injustice, and other critical issues of our day. Let’s 
don’t forget: The church is made for moments like these! We are called to 
lead in crisis. 

SPIRIT & LIFE SEMINARY 

Spirit & Life Seminary is here! The primary role of Spirit & Life Seminary 
is to prepare men and women who will be equipped to fulfill the Great 
Commission. Through its academic certificate program of higher 
education, Spirit & Life Seminary seeks to expand the kingdom of God, 
build the Church, and equip its students to become effective Christian 
leaders and citizens. It is time to start your ministry academic journey. 
Explore and apply at www.SpiritAndLifeSeminary.org 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/oneconference?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/oneconferencecogop?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/yminternational?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mjinternacional?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mjinternacional?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
http://www.txcogop.com/events
http://www.spiritandlifeseminary.org/
http://www.txcogop.com/events
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/oneconference?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/oneconferencecogop?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/yminternational?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mjinternacional?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mjinternacional?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
http://www.txcogop.com/events
http://www.txcogop.com/events
http://www.spiritandlifeseminary.org/
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If anything has impressed me during my 
Christian career, it has been the attitude of dedication, 
effort and sacrifice of many Christian leaders I have met. 
God has given me the privilege of working with many of 
them, both in the United States and in Latin America. In 
some I have observed persistent enthusiasm, based on 
their experiences with the Lord and their call to service. 
Others have inspired me with their example of holiness 
and consecration. When she was about seven years old 
there was a pastor in the local church, who when she 
preached was transformed and I said to myself, I want that, 

when I grow up I want to be like her…. 27And God 

created man in his own image, in the image of God 

created he him; male and female he created them. “  

Biblical commentators note that when he says: 

"And God created man in His image" it means that 
human beings are not only a special creation of God, but 
that they have been created in His image, that is, they are 
endowed with characteristics that They allow us to enter 
into a personal relationship or dialogue with God and to 
exercise as His representatives the government of the 

world. Pastor Bill Hybels says: "The local church is the 

hope of the world, and its future rests primarily in the 

hands of its leaders." Each of us is called to be a leader who 
makes the world a better place every day, if we understand the 
importance of activating and developing the gift of leadership 
in our lives. 

From the very creation, God designed man to rule 
the whole earth and exercise his leadership in God's creation. 
We see here that it is God's will that every Christian become 
a leader who influences where he is. You must be a leader in 
your studio, at your job, in your neighborhood and in your 

family.  Romans 12: 6 and 8b “Therefore, we have different 

gifts, according to the grace that is given to us: he who has 

the gift of prophecy, use it according to the measure of faith; 

(…) The one who presides, with request; He who shows 

mercy, with joy. ”. One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is 
presiding, which refers to leading, and God asks you to do it 
with care, that is, with care. The Present Language Bible says: 
“If we are to lead others, let us do our utmost.” 

Let's use the gift of leadership to serve others 1 

Peter 4:10 DHH “As good stewards of the different gifts of 

God, each of you serve the others according to what you 

have received. "Accordingthis verse the gifts were givenus by 
God to serve others. A thought of leadership says: 
"Leadership is service." And in the version of the Simple 
Languages this verse tells us that if we have received a special 
capacity, for example to lead, it is not to rule ourselves but to 

serve others. 1 Peter 4:10 BLS “Each of you has received 

from God some special capacity. Use it well in service to 

LEAD WHERE YOU ARE  
By Dr. Felicia Payano

TOWARDS INTENTIONAL 
CHURCH PLANTING 

Church planting is an essential component of evangelism and 
Church growth. We believe that Church Planting should not be 
left at the mercy of occasional unplanned incidents of Grace but 
they should be organically intentional. To engage in intentional 
church planting Bishop Daniel Felipe has appointed a  Church 
Planting Strategy Development Committee  to work on 
developing a Church Planting plan for our church in the state of 
Texas. Here are the members of this committee:  Kenneth 
Benjamin, Gregg Taylor, Loretta Swan, Heriberto Sierra, Laura 
Felipe, Lance Johnson, Iness Amani, Mary Gonzales, Joel De 
Leon, and Walter Barillas. This group will have its first meeting 
in July to start this 1 year development project. Let’s pray for this 
team as they engage in a vital conversation that will impact 
generations to come.  

LEADERS ARE READERS 
Looking for a good book to ready? Here is a book 
recommendation by Pastor Brent Helloing: The Necessity of 
Prayer by Edward McKendree Bounds.  

From my heart to you: I believe anyone, layperson or clergy 
will glean something useful from this work. Bounds takes 
fourteen chapters to express why prayer is required. The 
different times and places prayer is needed, and even how 
the very act of communicating and communion with God in 
prayer will help the Christian to mature and thrive as we go 
through the trials and tribulations in our life. 
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Pastors 
10th - Lloyd Rodriguez 
11th - Alice Fosdick 
13th - Art Camacho 
13th - Jose Guereca 
19th - Lelis Rodriguez 
29th - Lazaro Lemus 
31st - David Barillas 

Pastor’s Wives 
1-Mary Hoefling 
9-Beverly Coleman 
10-Debbie Rodriguez 
11- Alice Fosdick 
16-Patsy Pinkerton 
17-Sylvia McKinnon 
18-Maria Morales 
29-Martha Ochoa 

Youth  
Leadership 
CORNER 

“We are living in tumultuous times” is what everyone is saying today and that is a big 
understatement. We have known this for 2000 years that we are coming close to an end 
of history. However, it’s different from reading of Nero, the fall of Rome, and the 
inquisition in history, and to see it formed in the present. Today in our world so many 
worldly ideas and philosophies abound on the ground like pebbles in a riverbed. And 
some of those rocks are stable to walk upon and other are slippery and will shrug us off 
to fall into the rapids. Whenever I teach my class, I strive that I impart in my students to 

have the courage to speak and not 
to stay quiet. To have wisdom and 
watch the words that come out of 
their mouth. To know that our 
message of the Gospel is much 
hated in this world, and that this 
world prefers chaos and hatred 
over the truth and light. My 
biggest fear during this time is 

that we as Christians divide ourselves over false pretentious platitudes to appease the 
masses and to overlook the fallen and ignoring our worship to our Father. As leaders we 
should strive to teach and cultivate a spirit of love, courage, and wisdom, not only in our 
own lives but in those around us. As Paul told Timothy “For God has not given us a 
spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind”. We are told to place on the 
armor of God. For we are the slaves of Jesus and we will not be spared from the hatred 
He received. So, I implore to all my brothers and sisters to not fret when they come to 
you with harsh words and stones. Instead rejoice for you are fighting the good fight and 
running the ultimate race. Our goal is not of this world, but in our everlasting worship 
to our Father and His grace. 
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                                      By: Alex Gallardo 

                              Regional Youth Director 

                                         Pinney Woods  

others. Remember that "leadership without love is 
manipulation." Develop the spiritual gift of leadership in 
your life and use it to positively influence and serve 

others. Your growth implies investment. Proverbs 16:16 NIV 

"It is better to acquire wisdom than gold; it is better to acquire 

intelligence than silver”. This text tells us that it is wise to 
invest in our personal growth. There is a phrase that says: 
"If education seems expensive, try ignorance." This means 

that to become a good leader, you must invest time, 
resources, money, and everything that requires you to 
reach "another level" in your leadership, because the 
growth and development of your leadership is your 
highest call to serve effectively. Every day this year, take 
advantage of it to fly higher. This you will achieve with 
the commitment to grow more in your leadership. 
Always remember "Be a leader wherever you are.”  


