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 It is possible that you haven’t heard of 
Washington Roebling, but it is highly likely that you 
have seen now what he saw then.  
 In 1869 Washington took on the massive 
responsibility of chief engineer on the building of the 
Brooklyn Bridge. The Brooklyn Bridge project was an 
undertake that was in many ways ahead of its time. No 
other New York structure at the time had ever used 
steel, no other structure was as tall, and the 
techniques to build its foundations under water were 
as groundbreaking as they were dangerous.  
 Approximately two years into the project, in 
an attempt to extinguish a fire that broke in one the of 
the underwater high pressured chambers, Washington 
was left paralyzed. Many feared this was the end of 
Roebling’s audacious project, but they were mistaken. 

Although Washington Roebling was confined to his 
bed he continued to direct the building of the bridge 
and oversaw the project with his binoculars through 
the window of his room. He did so for 11 years until 
the Brooklyn Bridge was open on May 24th, 1883.  
 Washington Roebling understood a powerful 
truth, that in spite challenges and adversities if he 
could see it, he could achieve it.  In his case, not even 
the physical limitations that kept him from being on 
site was able to stop him because he had a clear 
vision.  
 King Solomon in all his wisdom wrote about 
the power of a vision when he said “where there is no 
vision the people perish” (Proverbs 29:18). It is vision 
that propels us to do, to pursue, conquer, achieve, 
overcome, and to continue against all odds, for a 

VISIONSION
DO YOU HAVE A CLEAR VISION? 

By Bishop Daniel Felipe
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vision is the overwhelming certainty that the 
present situation is not acceptable, that we have 
been called for more. This sense of “more” 
overwhelms the status quo and will unequivocally 
provoke it. That is the quintessential expression of 
what a vision is; a provocation of the status quo.  
 God himself understood the power of a 
vision when he devised His plan to redeem men. In 
the Old Testament He gave men a vision they could 
hold on to, when he said that the seed of the 
woman would crush the head of the serpent (Gn 
3:15). In the New Testament this vision comes to 
fruition through the person of Christ, and in Christ 
God’s vision takes a step further. Christ was the 

✦ Bishop Cervin & Silvia McKinnon - 
serving as Pastors for the Fresno Worship 
Center in Fresno, TX. 

✦ Amy Vanterpool - serving as Children’s 
Camp Director. 

✦ Stephen & Deidra Renfrow - serving as 
Young Adult Camp Directors. 

✦ Bishop Gregg Taylor - serving as Texas 
Men’s Ministry Director.

1st - Heriberto Molina, Midland 

2nd - Maria Salcedo, Ozona 

2nd - Steven Cottrell, Tyler 

8th - Hough McGruder, Pflugerville 

8th - Pablo Cepeda, Mission 

10th - Lance Johnson, Houston 

13th - Jimmy Ponton, Orange 

18th - Armando Contrera, Dallas 

18th - Gregg Taylor, Marshall 

18th - Rigoberto Ochoa, Fort Worth 

21st - Herbert Coleman, Van Vleck 

24th - Jose Rocha, White Oak 

26th - Guillermo Vasquez, Houston 

28th - Travis Carter, Mount Pleasant

Word who became flesh, and this incomparable 
Word who become flesh and dwelled among us, 
was God taking the form of a perfect men, a 
righteous men, a just man, a sinless men, in order 
to upset my sinful status quo.  
 The incarnate person of Jesus Christ was 
God giving me a vision of what he had called me 
to be. In the narrative of God’s eternal plan Christ 
is the Vision, therefore, as long as you keep your 
eyes in Christ you are empowered to fulfill what 
God has entrusted you with. 
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TEXAS PASTORS & SPOUSES RETREAT 2020 
There is an irreplaceable power that is exists 
in stepping back and allowing ourselves time 
to rest! The health of our ministries depends 
on our ability to properly refresh and 
replenish ourselves. With that in mind, we are 
encouraging each local church to sponsor 
their Pastor and Spouse to attend our Texas 
Pastors & Spouses Retreat to take place at the 
Embassy Suites & Resort in San Marcos Texas 
from Thursday, May 21st to Saturday, May 23rd 
2 0 2 0 . Fo r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n g o t o 
www.txcogop.com/r-r-2020. 
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“a VISION is a PROVOCATION of the STATUS QUO”
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Join Dr. Felicia Payano and our Spanish 
speaking ladies for our upcoming ladies 
conference. This conference will take place 
Saturday April 4th at “Iglesia Cristo Vive” 
located at 14036 Beechnut St. Houston TX 
77083. For more information contact sister 
Payano at felipayo@hotmail.com . Find 
additional information on the insert flyer and 
application.

There are a few exciting changes in the 
Camping Ministry for 2020.  

✦ We will only host 2 Camps during the 
Summer:  1) Youth and 2) Children’s Camp. 

✦ Teen and Senior camp have been combined 
into one camp - Youth Camp (ages 12 - 17). 

✦ We have a new Young Adult Camp taking 
place in the Fall (Sep. 4th - 7th).  

      Meet our Camp Directors 

YOUTH (12-17) - June 11th - 15th 
TC & April Villalobos 

CHILDREN’S (7-11) - June 25th - 29th 
Amy Vanterpool 

YOUNG ADULTS (18-28) - Sep. 4th - 7th 
Stephen & Deidra Renfrow 

Spanish Women’s Conference

On  Tuesday, February 25th  at 7:00 pm, ET 
Leadership Development and Discipleship will 
host its second webinar of 2020.   The presenter 
is  Carswell Leonard,  senior pastor of State 
Street Community Church in Raleigh, North 
Carolina.    Carswell’s webinar presentation is 
titled, “"Church and Community- Reorientation, 
Relevancy and Relationships.” Participate by 
going to https://www.facebook.com/cogop.

GRACE IS COSTLY
“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness 
without requiring repentance, baptism without 
church discipline, Communion without 
confession, absolution without personal 
confession. Cheap grace is grace without 
discipleship, grace without the cross....”                 

- Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship

Equipping and developing leaders is just 
part of our DNA as a Church! In the last 
9 months 7 leadership development 
weekends have taken place with a total 
of 201 leaders in attendance. We have 3 
more training events to complete the 1st 
round of LDD events.

Here are the the next trainings: 

1. El Paso (Spanish) - March 13 - 14 

2. Bay City (English) - March 20 - 21 

3. Houston (Spanish) - May 1 - 2  

Register to any event at   

www.txcogop.com/events.

CAMPINGMINISTRY
“ VE Y DILES ”

http://www.txcogop.com/events
http://www.txcogop.com/events
https://www.facebook.com/cogop
https://www.facebook.com/cogop
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Dead & Gone

Ranger

Mt. Pleasant

Post

Fresno

Port Lavaca

Amarillo
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Jesus killed what I could never kill myself. All 

my willpower could never take care of the root 

problem that I had; a sin nature! He took that 

sin nature that was conceived from the father of 

lies and killed it with Him at the cross; it is 

forever buried. I was raised to newness of life 

and made a completely new creation with a new 

heart, a new spirit, and the Holy Spirit. I am 

still fully capable of sinning but I now know 

that it is not the real me. When God began 

revealing that I no longer had a sin nature but 

sin habits, a heavy burden began to lift off me. I 

was not a dual creation. Habits could be broken 

by daily taking my mind to the cross and 

remembering that I died. That was what Jesus 

meant when He said, “ take up your cross and 

follow Me.” I had to be constantly remembering 

this truth in order to subdue the real problem 

now; the flesh. The memory of the old nature is 

still there, within my members; my body. Sinful 

desires can now be compared to a parasite; an 

organism that lives and feeds on or in another 

organism of a different species. It is a parasite 

from the residual of the old nature. It is 

something completely apart from me; it is not 

me. I was overwhelmed with emotion when 

Daddy God revealed that He was not focusing 

on my sin any longer; even when I did sin. He 

was refocusing me to my righteousness and my 

position as a daughter of the King.  

By Connie Miller


